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Career Development Fund: Advertised Call for Grant
NDSA DigiPres Conference 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk68255507]The Digital Preservation Coalition (DPC) is pleased to advertise a Career Development Fund grant to support a DPC Member attending the 2026 National Digital Stewardship Alliance (NDSA) Digital Preservation Conference (DigiPres 2026) taking place virtually November 4-5, 2026 (Eastern Time).
This grant will cover 100% of the registration fees for attending DigiPres 2026 online. Grant applications are welcomed from DPC members until the grant application deadline of Monday, 31st August 2026, at 23:59 (anywhere in the world). More details are provided below. 
About the NDSA DigiPres 2026 Conference
The National Digital Stewardship Alliance (NDSA) Digital Preservation (DigiPres) Conference is the annual conference for cultural heritage institutions and organizations who are engaged in digital stewardship and digital preservation activities. In the past five years, the conference has attracted around 200 administrators, managers, and practitioners involved in digital preservation to its in-person events, and up to 1,500 attendees to its virtual conferences. Currently comprising 277 member organizations from around the world.
The DigiPres conference is an opportunity to interact with an audience of digital preservation professionals, leaders in the library and archives community, and organization administrators and decision-makers. This year, DigiPres 2026 will take place virtually on November 4-5, 2026, with the conference theme of Striking a Balance: Optimizing Labor for Sustainability and Resilience.
To find out more, please visit the NDSA Digital Preservation 2026 Conference website.
About the DPC Career Development Fund Grant
[bookmark: _Hlk167178322][bookmark: _Hlk130195343][bookmark: _Hlk103247111][bookmark: _Hlk134440417][bookmark: _Hlk89854956][bookmark: _Hlk89688167][bookmark: _Hlk111196464]This DPC Career Development Fund grant will cover 100% of the full virtual conference registration fees for NDSA DigiPres 2026 (either $100 or $125 USD depending on NDSA membership). 
Please note that Registration for DigiPres 2026 opens on August 17 (see conference website for more info).
Eligibility:
[bookmark: _Hlk65056549]DPC Members are eligible for this Career Development Fund grant. Grant applications are invited from officers, staff and affiliates of the organizations listed as members of the DPC on the Coalition’s website: https://www.dpconline.org/about/members. 
[bookmark: _Hlk208303694][bookmark: _Hlk201569439][bookmark: _Hlk201570322]Please note that a DPC Member may submit a maximum of one application for this advertised grant for NDSA DigiPres 2026 (e.g., one application for a person representing the DPC Member organization). The main DPC Member contact will have final approval for who may apply on behalf of their organization. We recommend that any member organization which supports an application discusses appropriate outcomes and benefits for the organization prior to submission. 
[bookmark: _Hlk201568105]Individuals associated with consortia or funded through agencies that are members of the DPC are eligible. However, they must confirm their application with the main DPC contact within the agency before applying. The DPC may pass the details of applications to the main DPC contact within these organizations as part of their assessment.
Honorary Personal Members of the DPC are eligible to apply for this grant.
Allied Organizations are not eligible to apply for this grant.
Please note that this DPC Career Development Fund grant is not available to non-members. Prospective members are eligible if their membership application is approved by the grant application deadline of 23:59 on 31st August 2026. For information about joining, see https://www.dpconline.org/about/join-us.
Conditions of Grant: 
It is our aim that the grant will primarily deliver benefits to an identifiable DPC member organization, but that there should also be a benefit to the broader DPC community. Therefore, recipients will be asked to produce outputs that will help disseminate the information or skills they have learned for the wider benefit of the DPC Membership. Outputs will be proportionate to the size of the grant awarded. For this grant, it may include, but is not limited to, a blog post on the DPC website and/or coverage of an event (e.g., Mastodon, Bluesky, Twitter, LinkedIn) or another output discussed with the Training and Grants Manager subsequent to the award.
We recommend that any member organization which supports an application discusses appropriate outcomes and benefits for the institution before submission.
How to Apply:
The form below should be used to apply for the advertised grant from the DPC Career Development Fund for the 2026 National Digital Stewardship Alliance (NDSA) Digital Preservation Conference (DigiPres 2026) taking place virtually November 4-5, 2026 (Eastern Time). 
All sections of the application form should be completed and returned to the DPC Training & Grants Manager (amy.currie@dpconline.org), accompanied by explicit approval for attendance from a supervisor via email or attached letter, by 23:59 (anywhere in the world) on 31st August 2026.
The information provided in the application form will be used by a grant review panel to assess the applicant’s eligibility and the impact attendance will have on the applicant’s professional development and the digital preservation work of their organization. Applications will be reviewed by the panel on these criteria whose decision is final. The panel is typically formed by the DPC’s Training and Grants Manager, Head of Workforce Development, and at least one member of the Workforce Development Sub-Committee with no conflicts of interest in relation to the applicants. Additional members may be added to the panel if required. More information about the review process and assessment criteria is provided in the full Career Development Fund Guidelines. 
[bookmark: _Hlk89856805][bookmark: _Hlk89856818]Successful applicants will be notified on or before 1st October 2026. 
For any questions relating to this grant or the Career Development Fund grant programme, please email amy.currie@dpconline.org.
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Career Development Fund: Application Form for Advertised Call
NDSA DigiPres Conference 2026
The following form should be used by staff at DPC member organizations to apply for the advertised Career Development Fund grant for the virtual 2026 National Digital Stewardship Alliance (NDSA) Digital Preservation Conference (DigiPres), taking place online November 4-5, 2026 (Eastern Time). 
Information provided in the form will be used by the selection committee to assess the applicant’s eligibility and the impact attendance will have on the applicant’s professional development and the digital preservation work of their organization (Section 3). 
All sections should be completed and the form returned with explicit approval for attendance via email or attached letter to Amy Currie (amy.currie@dpconline.org) by 23:59 (anywhere in the world) on 31st August 2026. For more details about eligibility and criteria for DPC grants, please read the full Career Development Fund Guidelines.
1. Personal Information

	Name
	

	Job Title
	

	Contract Type
	☐ Permanent   ☐ Short-term   ☐ Project Staff   
☐ Other: 

Will you still be employed or associated with the DPC Member organization at the time of the NDSA DigiPres 2026 conference, on 4-5 November 2026? 
☐ Yes   ☐ No   ☐ Not Sure:   


	Line Manager
	

	Organization
	

	Email
	

	Telephone
	

	Address

	


2. Eligibility

	Relationship to DPC

	☐ Full Member  ☐ Associate Member  ☐ Allied  ☐ Honorary/Personal 
☐ Prospective* (please note prospective members are only eligible if their submitted DPC membership application is approved by the grant application deadline)

	Previous scholarships/grants received from DPC

	

	Number of years working in a digital preservation related role(s)

	☐ Less than a year   ☐ 1 to 5 years   ☐ More than 5 years   
☐ Other:

	Relevance of current role to the topic(s) covered by this grant opportunity (e.g., to the conference theme, sessions, etc.) [max. 100 words]

	

	Previous DigiPres or other digital preservation related events attended (e.g., training, workshops, briefing days, conferences, etc.)

	

	Would you be the only person from your organization attending the DigiPres 2026 conference?

	 ☐ Yes   ☐ No   ☐ Not Sure:   

	Is your organization a member of National Digital Stewardship Alliance (NDSA)?

	☐ Yes   ☐ No   ☐ Not Sure:   

	Financial Need: Please describe why you are requesting this grant funding, providing evidence where possible (e.g., organization’s policy, details of previous unsuccessful applications, other barriers) [max. 100 words]

	

	Link to your blog, or previous examples of blogging [optional]

	


3. Relevance and Potential Impact of Event

	Describe the relevance of your role to your organization’s digital preservation aims [max. 300 words]

	





	How will attending the development opportunity further your own professional development? [max. 300 words]

	





	How will the knowledge gained at the development opportunity benefit your organization more broadly? [max. 300 words]

	




4. Declaration 

	I agree to the terms and conditions of the grant as laid out in the call for applications, and I confirm I will report on the impact which this opportunity has had on my work (please tick)
	☐
	Date Completed
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